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Indieate where Eprings
clous maetals are concealed must be of
1-_JZ'=1: to be efficaclous, it is best cut upon
Good Friday. The hazel is conducive to
falthfulness, In some counties the leader
[ a marriage processlon waves a hazel

rod ns he walks along. He must not,
however, touch It «to his lips, az he will
becomo Invisibie, and the bride and groom

would have thelr first dispute as to who
should take his place,

Probably from some of thess anclent
racles comes the old-time negro bellef
it to insure a good corn crop one should

plant & hazel-nut in the first and last
rowsa.

CURIOU'S THINGS IN FORESTS.

IMun,v curfous things may be seen in
the forasts by any one who will keep his
wide

ey ey open. Some scasons ago a
of ue were having a plenlo in the
& Young man, who was
Ly a fallen log, chanced
from under il & ploce «
end branch eof a pine tree, It was a stick
«t long, from which some
tear away the half-decayed

made a singular discovery
Our find was a p'eco of
vood, most curjously in-
il tracings—carved as if
king as if it had been di-
from the woarkshop of
Islander., Tha carving
nge little insect,
may hnave some
tomology, What
regularity
Hoe evidently did
set design or

intricato

3, X ! + It us he went
the wiaves and serolla of this un
I workmun were exquisitely done
finer lines keg sely und evenly to
1 with muathematical precislon

igh no two par of the stick were
We divided our treasure and had
carved pleces made into lovely paper

kuives, match-Ix and brie-a-brac, For
L long time I thought our natural carved
WO but specimens may

iwywhere in the pir
of tramplng and
All the wvarious
spruce, hemlock,
pine, white pin
Hna afford varying
3 curlous I

and sharp
faw v nafural It was a
ong time before our tiny
arver at home, but one day, on a plece

1 white

wo caught him work-
*ath thea bark. And

then no gooner {8 a pina
r hemlock tree blown down by a stoarm
¢ t woodman's axe, than

» little erentures take
What they were after 1
w: probably they live on the
of the wrod., I gathered up

a square of these eor grave-diggers
and sent them wi full ratlons to the
Department of Insects in Washington—
he big bugs of scler you know—and
ey there awnit ¢ leation In the
new book on wood-carving,

OTHER SYLVAN WONDERS,
Thera are other bits of natural wood-
work extant more pretentious than that
of our friend in the pine trees. A sen-
sational chapter is golng the rounds that
Mother Nature s taking portraits of
noted forelgn celebrities in the heart of

a4 maple trées away up in the wilds of
Minnesota, This block of wood, If it
really exists, i3 the greatest marvel of

niture,. The=a portralts of Queen Ellza-
beth and  Ralelgh and Shakespeare,
stomped like a revenue tnx wupon itive
American wood, 1s so “English, don't-
cher know,” that it should bs pliced—
tha heart of maple, I mean—at once be-
fore the English peop) It may be the
one talisman needed In the event of a
Bpanish war,

All-Fools'-Day s here, and so are its
ir

tha wvalley this

A rumor went d
morning that n Epanish war vessel had

ked Fort Monroe out of bass and
was coming up the James river to Rock-

fish creek. And that recalls our worthy
brother of the backwooda who went
down to the launch of the Kentucky,
o] was powerful pleused,” he sald on
his return. I tell you, sir, she's fine
boat, Be swa'n’ ef 1 ever sed sich n
thing: only them holes In her side, sir,

let In the water ef she tilts over!"
vOh! the holes,” sald the funny man on
the shoes box; *"why, they are for the
men to crawl in if they fall in the water."
“An' then — 7" asks the other.

“They pull the holes in after them!"
So the fools ara not all deal by & cous

ple.

"

HOMO, FELIS ET CANIS,
A dog, thought to be rabld, bit a cat

tlie other day, and the cat behaving
strangely, Mr. Elmo Fox sttempted to
i id shoot her. She Wit his hand

d he applied the mad-stone Le-
loneing to Mrs. Kirbey., The slone ad-
hored from § o'clock until 4 In the after-
effects from the bite have

Tk . No il
TeS ed.

Viillam Coles, who was arrested for the
murder of Mr. Scott Roberts, has been
released for want of evidence. He is

#ald to have repeated that he knows the
man who cut the stick with which the

{ log, & month,
|

fatal blow was given, The Perry
bovs, Indlcted for the murder of Jordan,
beyvond Greenfleld, live near Afton.

i+ ig not a comforting thought that In
thres years thers huve been three mur-

ders here—Cook and these two later vic-

Mary Eagle, of Augusta, in visit-
sister, Mra, Willlam Martin
Newton Dickson, of West Virginia,
vusst of her daugbter, AMrs. wil-
Mo ue.

John Mclenzy, of Hartford, EKy.
week. Bhe will re-
Mrs, James Good-

arrived at Afion lust
muain with her mother,

ey
When Travelllng,

whether on pleasure pent or business,
take on every trip & bottle of Byrup of
Figs, as it acts most pleasautly and ef-
fectually on the kidnoys, Mver, snd
bhowels, preventing fovers, headachaas,
and other forms of slckness, For sale in
Eh-cent bottles by all leading druggists.
Manufactursad by the California re

gyrup Company only.

of water or pra- |

MILLIONS OF FISHES.

VUR VIRGINIA WATERS ARE TEEM-

ING WITH THE FINNY DENIZENS,

INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT THEM,

Thousands Upon Thousands Are the
Frey of Voracious Waterfowl and

Other Piscatorinl Enemles = The

Greediness of Nirds,
(For the Di=patch,)
The habits of fith have been, and pro-

bably “will ever remaln, a mystery to
man. Sclence has labored long, ardu-
ously, and extravagantly, to ferret out
the subtle influence which pllots thy
myriads of fish that annually leave ths
waters of thae Gulf gtream, course tho

shores of the Southern States, and then

enter the capes of Virginia for awhile,
nnd become the prey of man's machina-
tlons, the birds of the alr, and the cannl-
bal mature of other finny tribe Anil
selence 18 likewise puzzled ut the mil-
Hons of littla filsh that are spawned In

the waters of the Chesapeake and Its tri-
butaries it 1s of Virginia's wa
» at this time write), and are seen for
hile, after which they pass out of the
ipes and are never noticed agaln—if at
until two or more yecars have elapsad
they have reached maturity. Nor

et can gclence trace the wherefores in
3] of tha tiny, =oft ecrab,

untll it reaches that
censes to ehed and becomes permane
& hard crab, or old *chandler (chan J
erab," ¢ call 1t In the vernacular
of Tidewater Virginla. Nor do the wius

ones understand why this self samae

“chandler' will take unto himself a wife
only from the goft-shell kingdom, and
in nine cases out of ten will, unless the
process of hardening is rapld, make a
meal of her after thelr honeymoon
ended. Veritably, the lot of the soft crab
is beset with vicissitudes. When the
time approuaches for his expending body
to burst its shell, he seeks shallow waters,
and getting up to the very
of land and water, a kind stick, bush, or
shell 1s sought for security, from under
which, if he dares venturs, ona of his
own kind with sharder shell, or a rapa-
clous fish, will make short work of the
impotent, defenceless morsel, But a few
hours will grow a harder shell upon him
and he In turn soarches for s ) Ufi=
fortunate In the throes of his recent
state, or for a sluggish or disabled fish,
His mnature, In =n hardened state,
fs of the bravest, for he will not
hesitate to attack the toes or limbs of
Lathers, and {s the first scavenger of the
deep to mutilate the bodles of the drown-
[ R His presumptucus claws often
awaken the ravenous hluefish, and even
the shark, from his slesta. jut 1 am
digressin my object in this writing Is
to scquaint those not directly connected
with our water Industries, and particu-
larly those resident of the other sectlons
of our great Commonwealth, with somea
of the pecullarities of our fishes and
wiater fowl, which have bheen mors In
evidence during the past faw weeks than
ever before In the recollection of our
fishermen,

MENHADEN FISHING.

The menhaden fishing seanson has open-
ed, and the ever-present dangers to thoss
harmiess and edibly worthiess miunions
of the deep have Increased eince the
ponderous purss-neét is being cast in the
blue waters of the Atlantic and the
Chesapeake, and soon milllons of men-
haden will be traneformed Into dust th
forms the basls of the principal ferti-
lizers used by farmera, not only in Vir-
ginla, but throughout the entire Atlantic
scaboard—an item which is far-reaching,
as only through the fish of our waters
are tha farmers enabled to procurs
genuine fertilizers wt the flgures that
they now do. The soft crab, as we have
shown, 18 only during certaln periods of
ghort duration the prey of eothers, but
the luckless menhaden from lts begin-
ning 1s food for fish, fowl, and Mother
Earth. Defenceless and harmless, nature
wad wise In multiplying It to the extent
that year by year they become more
numerous. The menhaden Is not a hook-
and-line fish (neither !s the shad nor
herring, which &re caught by glll-neg,
haul-selne, and pound-net, all in shore),
and {s worthless as food except for the
birds of the alr and the fishes of the
sea. Its habit is to travel in close, eom-
pact schools, and during the spring, sum
mer, und fall, undar certain conditions of
the weather and temperature of the wa-
ter, it skims the surfece, making a ripple,
by which it 1s sighted from the menhaden
fisher's masts. A deep net of about a
quarter of a mlile in length, having corks
strung along its upper selvage and lead
sinkers on Its bottom one, Is hurriedly
thrown out from two small boats In
advinee of tha school. When all oF a
portion of the shoal s surrounded and
the two hoats come together, a rope,
strung along the bottom of the net, Is
rapidly drawn In, and the net at the
bottom s soon “purded,’” like the mouth
of & tobucco bag, and the fish ure cap-
tive, The “bunt” or main body of the
net ls by degrees hauled Into the two
boats until only a comparatively small
part of It is In the water, and there the
flsh are packed together a lving mass,
fraom which they are dipped out with
gtrainer scoops holding a thousand (in
measure) each, operated by windluss or
pulley from the steamer or schooner,
which hitherto had been lying off some
distance, but has now approached. It is
#cldom that all of & school Is captured,
for sometimes they number many mil-
llons of thesa fish, which ordinarily are
about the size of a herriug. A half mil-
Hon at one time s considersd a good
cntch, Oftentimes the quarry escapes
through thes pre of wvicl blue-
fish or sharks which have been in the

edge

school feasting. The flshermen dread
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these ravenous fellows, and would never

—
act, It forms the most
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futting and

h"'e":_ net If they were known to be in , abrupt angle alang the coast south of
the “buneh.” ns with their sharp teeth | Now England. It is well to bear this In

they play havoe with the net and soon

free themsnelves us well as the menhn-
den, not only causing the loss of hie
‘eateh,” but necessitating o departure
for home, where several days are re-

quired to repair the 1! LINAge,
FEAST OF DUCK AND GULL.
8o much for an abbreviated description
of the capture of the menhaden, in which

I have generaily Ined from using
wttical and ilar, so that
hlghland' reader wy und tand
Myriads of these menhaden have for

weeks been crulsing northward off the
southern coast. The schu of lurge ones
have been driven awiay cut to gea by the
swarms of blue-fish hovering about our
from Hatterus to the Virginia
The emaller ones from the
, and are
The

coast
Capes,
nuse have been run shorew

same

C

fi th these

I th such weather as will per

them to venture twenty-five or thirty

miles to seg. But h fellows wre
hensant

urnishing a fenst

ea which

n the

Lannhaven
can be glven of 1!
finny tribe may be

ness of these birds, The phensant

himselt with menhaden, und « 1=

modats as muany half dozen L T

he for disgestion to hold sway.

Within a few hours he

dgiin, and =0 Lhe gumo g

gorged he floats upon the »

heavily laden to fly, and If disturbed |
curity In diving-and he is a
s, oo, Somewhat different |s it

3 gnnnet; ha can onl)
from & heigh
to sca the binck

dls
. He, too
roomes satiated, and
to float upon the brine
) As stated,
the

like the ant, so |

frightenced, he Immediately

gorge, one by une, hig placatory prigson-
ers, A few days since, in a little lnunch,
wa bore down upon one 156 maraud-
era to view his antles, Une by one eleven
Inrge menhaden were vomlied, and then

rge gull cun swil-
Hniteen men-
hin one's

nger

he took flight. This
low shad, and as many
haden have been found Intect wit
craw. The gannet Is termed Lhe scave
of tho among ater-fowl, o

us

sen

| out agaln.

mind when considering the migrations of
our flsh. These fish during the spring
and summer follow up the coast from the
Gulf, and were It not for the presence of
the bluefish would wind around Hatte-
raz, keep close Into the Virginla shore,
and would enter our capes In untold
numbers. But the dreaded blue takes up
his stand on Wimble Shoals, stretching
from Hatteras, and oft the mouth of our
capes, and the swourms of shad, trout,
epot, and menhaden, with a lesser num-
ber of mackerel, are sheared off into deep
water, and do not ngaln approach the
shore untll off the coast of Delaware,
This fact has been more noticeable with-
in the last decade or two eince the New

England fishermen have come South to
meet with the first gchoola of blues,

Thesa amncks by the hundreds anchor on
Wimbls Shoals, and thers scatter balt
broadeast ond toll the blues until they
pack our const in almost solld phalanx
It 1a firmly belleved that the scarcity in
our waters of that deliclons pan-fish,

tha spot, within the past few Yyears Is
f

chiofiy attributable to the swarms of
bluefish which within tt pame perlod
hava hovered about our capes, for his

royal biu¢ highness {s an epicura of the
sea, and he only feasts upon tha com-
mon menhaden swhen ha cannot the
mora toothsome spot. Ona of the many
evidences that thesa flsh are kept out to
gei by the bluea was given us upon the
recent occaslon, recitad above, nt which
tima we spoks nina bloneflshing smucks,
and wers Informed by all that the maws

get

of tha blues caught ouside soma miles
wera full of spot., while those Inshore
wera laden with the small menhaden,

Thesa big blues seldom enter the Chesa-
peake DBay proper, but last week a raft
of them ploughed In and up the bay to
the Maryland line, turned tall, and were
W. M'DONALD LEE.
- - —

IN AND ABOUT LEXINGTON,

Irvine's Hotel Ofered for Sale—~Movye-

ments of Citizens.
LEXINGTON, Aprll 2.—(Speclal)—Ir-
vine's Hotel offered for sale this
week by the commlssioners, Messrs, W,
8. Hopkins and P. M. Penlck. There
idders, but only 310,100 was

was

wera severil big
offered, and the property was withdrawn

by tha commissioners.

Snow covered the mountaln ranges in
this viclnity Thursday morning.

The targets for rifle practice on the

oliff in the rear of the Virginia Milltary
Instituta have been put In repair, and
the corps of cadets will commence rifle
practice the first of the week.

The assessors of the Rockbridge Mutual

! Insurance Company have completed their

\'--:!l]lir':: 1o ml. . is the pheasant | work and the books have been turned
patutabie when: fed upon fish, but nt ' over to the secretary, Dr, J. T. Wilson.
viher \Ons I J very nlce dish, |
Noevertheless, wh these LIrds destroy | They reduce the Insurance, in all the
countless milllons of fish it Is Fortune's | districts, about $000. This leaves tha |
decree that few specles, save the men- | company with about N0 of risks,
haden, become thelr prey, This, we sup- | The recretury Is now making out new |
pose, {8 because of that flsh's sluggish- | policles for every policy-holder,
ness and his propensity to keep at ' A siderable amount of petty thleving
surface. | 18 re ted to have occurred in the Fancy |
LT gy ————. | ML pelg rhood, In this county. Whe-
THE RAVENOUS BLUEFISH. | ther justly or unjustly, It Is )(IEIILJ.'L' 1
The greatest enemy to the best spe ¢ | that the larceny Is lald at the door of
of fish Is found in the viclous, clou two Mormon preéachors who have been
and dapgerous bluefish, In , ard working in that section for the last
narily as long as vour arm, with tecth | month. Circumstances in the case glve

ap in halves a
nearly all fish
[

like barbs, he can
of his own sizo, an
in morta]l dread of him.
vielling in scheols—sometimes a
flve miles in length by wil
order declmate a 100l  of wad,
menhaden, or such like. In his stomuch
can be found numbers of small

cording to size. We have o

which contalned a trout of almost his
own size, while another eontalned a shad
rearly as large. Stlll others are found
having within thems onge or more of
thelr own specles maller alze tut

thelr destructivencss does not
We have seen thum behind a |
shad, spot, or menhaden, and sometimes
schools of mackerel and cod, ing
and slashing thelr prey until the water
is all afoam, They eat until they can
hold no more, but thelr viciousness |s
not sbated.
dered and spit out, and the next shares
the same fate. They never tire, and the
flsh destroyed, but uneaten, cover the
surface of tha water,

Enapp

With a snap a shad is sun- |

| Toundryman

eredence to the assertion, Inasmuch
the Mormons have shaken the dust from
feet thieving

hos stolen #lnce

as

bas ceased,

thelr de-

and the
been

Morrison, of Rockbridge
ing friends In Richmond
Nutty, of Rockbridge

Buths,
Mr.

laths, is visiting friends in Port He-

public.

AMr. JYerguson, the newly-appolnted
of the furnace at Goshen,

hig famlly, has arrived at Gos
{ 8. Houston Letcher, who we to
the launching of the battlesnips, has re-
turned home, after spending several days
in Richmond.

Captaln H. Rawlings, of Vesuvius,
is vi ng friends in Eastern Virginla.

Mr. Thomas J. Robertson, of Vesuvius,
and family, have removed to Fire Creek,
W. Va., wh he will engage In detective
work with his brother, Mr, Eugene Rob-
of Pinkerton Detective

the

grison,
AgEncy.
Mr, Charles Powell, of Bell's Valley,

| has gone to Seattle, Wash.

Without question, the blueflsh {8 by far |

the gveatest factor to be reckoned within,
considering the preservation of our food
fizhes.
tile in their
Nots will not hold and the

him, only

stoutest lne (for he {8 “gama” in every |

sense of the word), protected with metal
about the hoolk, will withstand his viclous
snapping. The only method by which he
s procured for market In our waters |s
with hand-line, balted with menhade

But man's effort seems to be fu-
extinetlon or banishment. '

Hundreds of New England fishing-ves-

gels, commonly termed ‘“downeasteP
smacs., are now, and will continue du-
ring the summer and fall, fishing off cur
capes and In the Che#apeake bay In this
manner, Our own people do little or none
of this kird of fishing. The fish, when
enught by thess smacks, are iced In boxes
and barrels, and from Cape Charles, or
gome other railrond point, are shipped to
northern markets. The numbers caught
by thess craft in comparison with the
myriads to be found at present in our
witters, do not count for anything, and
yot hundreds of boats and thousands of
men are angaged in the Industry. It has
long been & question among our people
it the benefits to be derived from these
northern visitors—In the way of reducing
the number of blueflsh and the money
they invest with our peopls for balt and
provislens—wlll equal the damage they
do in tolling the bluefish into our
witers."”
THEY ATTRACT THE BLUEFISH.

For weeks these smacks continue to
geatter dlssected menhaden: upon the
ascean's surfnce near the Virginla capes
and attract the bluefish from the ogean
whila on thelr northward crulse, A
glance at a coast chart will  discover
Hlatteras a# the most eustern extremity
south of the Delawnrs peninsula. In

ur, 8. M. Davidson, of Bell's Valley,
has returtned from a ten days' visit to
northern citles.

Rev. C. C. Owen, of this place, is the
guest of Rev. H. A. Young, of Bell's
Valley.

.\‘nr.}lluln:ﬂ I. Owen has returned from
a viglt of several days to Richmond.

Mr. Willlam ¢, Preston spent several
days here thls week, the guest of his
mother, Mra. T, Lo Preston.

Mrs, Robert Catlett is visiting friends
in Chatrlotte county.

Miss Nina, Weller, of Great Falls, N.
Y., s visiting Miss Lelia Holmes,

Miss Vergie Grattan, of Stauntom, Is
visiting Mrs. Harry St Q. Tucker,

Mr, A. Graham Robinson, of Embre-
ville, Tenn,, is on a visit to relatives
here.

Miss Belle Webb, of Columbia, Tenn.,
is the guest of Miss AMadge Paxton.

Hev. D, H, Kern, of Baltimore, has re-
turned home from a visit to Mr. and
Mrs, Frunk P. Rhodes, of this pluce,

Miss SBadle logan, of Salem, 13
guest of Mre. J. R. Tucker,

Mr, and Mrs, Jacob Beard are visiting
friends in Bath county.

Rev, Harry 8. Coe, of Berkeley, has
been visiting his sister, Mrs, Sallle Pit-
£er,

Mr. and Mrs, W. 8, Forrester, of Louls-
ville, Ky., were the guests of Mrs. For-
rester’s parents, Professor and Mrs. Al
L. Nelson,

Mrs. John T. Wilson was called to
Buckingham county by the serious iliness
of her mother, Mrs. Hutcheson,

Professor Harry 8t. (. Tucker, who has
been in New York arranging for the pub-
leatlon of the work written by his
father, Hon, John Randolph Tucker, on
constitutional law, has returned.

President Willam I. Wiison has re-
turned from Princeton UUniversity, where
he went ap one of the judges at the In-

the

)
)
|

tercollegiate contest of oratory between
Yale and Princeton.

Hev, R. 1. Hutten and Mr. Marry
Agnor have returned from Hinton, W,
Voo, where they wera In attendance upon
the last duys of the sesslon of the Con-
ference of the Methodist Church,

Mr. John Melin, of the Virginla Mill-
tary Institute post band, léaves Tuesday
for Iultimore, where ho will bo joined
by Mr. Charles 7T. Meurling, of that
city, They will both go to the Klondike,
Mr. Melin's family will remain In Baltl-
more with the family of Mr. Meurling.

Judge Willlam Melaughlin left Thurs-
day for Harrisonburg, to hold the spring
term of the Clrenit Court of Rockingham

county. He was gccompanied by Mra.
McLaughlin, who will visit friends In

Harrlsonburg,

Mr, J. Y. McCarthy, agent of the Nor-
folk and Western rallroad at Glasgow,
r[.- been gent to Crimora, near Basle
City, and Mr. Dear, ngent at Natural
Bridge Statlon, has takemn his place.

—_——
THE GEORGETOWN STUDENTS.
Annunl Mpss-Meeting In the Inter-
est of Athletles,

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY, April 2
(Spectal.})=The annual mass-meeting In
Iinterest of athletles was held Tuesday

evening, and nu rous epecches were
made, and plans dlscussed with regard
to the field, track, and base-ball teams.
Mr. MecAleer nt of tha 'Athletie
As lat , i » opening address,
#penking In a general way of the varlous
branc 5 under tha econtrel of the =
ciatton, and the purpose of tha meoting:
Frank Byrne, secratary, made his report
18 to the flnunces of ths organization: |
Harry Gower (1895), 'T. F. Collins (1580, J. |
Cleary (1%%)., and Joseph IMitz-

k (191), presldents of their respec-

ch m nddresses; Ceppl

Duffy each spoke a few

r. (Mlajborne, monager of

nd track team, conflued his

»

bat branch of the university
n and Douglass
1 billlards, re-
Y. Barry fol-
luding and most
tha evening being
Kirby, of the post-

] e, manager of the fleld and
track team, ha

4 cnncelled the proposed
dunl meet with the University of Penn-
yivinin, but a team representing George-

town will
of
msylvania
b, Among i}
are Wefer

compéte in the relay race, to
the events of the meet of
at Philadelphia on tha
v enndldates for posltlons
Desggez, Ruff, and Ap-

plegarth. 15la s now at his home, nnd
Maloney and Fleming will bs prevented
from entering by thelr work with the

bago-ball .
Il team has shown up very
games thus far played, but
will coma In the next two
it mee Leahigh Yale,

wl

ks, |
Frineeton (twice), Dartmouth, Pennsyl-

vania, and Richmond. Tha gamea which
was to hove been phlayed to-day at Na-
tionnl Park with Washington League
team has been cancelled,

With the exception of the chairs, the
new grandstand s complete. The order
for the chalra was delayed, and §s ex-
pected to arrive to-da

THE LAW S

At the Law School 8
following officers were elected by the
Debating SBo 't Preaident, Herman R,
Ident, Carroll Parman;
Van Caste Boecretary,

geant-at-Arms, Lloyd

'DENTS.
turday night the

* recess will extend from the
to the 1ith,
- | ——
WILL SING FOR THE NEEDY,

Little Tycoon to He FPresented for
Elks Charlty Fand,

y week for many weeks

Moses Sieln and

Regularly e
past have Profe
lt.".‘.’l'.

S80S

Herbert 1. been rehearsing the
cast and chorus for the presentation du-
ring Easter week of Willard Spenstr's

popular Ughye spera, “The Little Tycoon,”
for 61t of the charlty fund ot
Richmond L No. ¥, B, P. Q. Elks
at the Academy of Music, ?

The distribution of the Elks' charity
fund is not confined to thelr own mem-
bers, but to all persons worthy of and
needing its benefit, Much good is done
every year by this lodge to the poor of
Richmond, and thelr annual entertaln-
metits for lts benefit are eagerly watched
by them.

“The Little Tycoon" has often been
glven in this clty, both by professional
and local talent, and the public s gene-
rally familiar with the delightful story
told in its three acts of the many ad-
ventures that surrcund the love-making
Vielet und Alvin Barry, of General
Kulckerbocker, and what they did when
he was a boy; how Dolly Dimple flirts
outtageously with the boys; of jolly Miss
Hurricane, who lost her breath when she
saw the whale, and Lord Dolphin, who
goes heel and toe with Teddy, The music
Is full of melody, and many catchy solos
and duets, besides several very pretty
choruses,

The cast (s complete, and contalng the
rames of many prominent singers, who
have appeared befare In operas, and are
over the axe of stage fright, so the au-
dience may have no fear of a ragged
first night. It is as follows: Violet, Miss
Bessle Pace, Dolly Dimple, Miss Maggie
Leahy; Miss Hurricane, Mrs. Thomas
Bmith; General Knlckerbocker, Frank
Cunningham: Alvin Barry, Frank MeCar-
thy; Rufus Ready, Charles Eubank; Lord
Dolphin, J. Louls SBullivan: Teddy, Lon
Wilson; Montgomery, Herbert Curlls,

The chorus I8 componed of over fifty
volees, and sings with a plenty of volume
and rhyme. All of the costumes and
#tage furnishings are to be made espocial-
ly for this production, and the orchestra
will be increased to fiftean musiciang, It
will undoubtedly be the musical event of
the season, and society's first appearunce
this winter as & patron of an Institution,
g0 full of benevolence and protectlon as
the Elks, known everywhere as the “best
peonle dn earth.*

Tickets are on sals at the Academy
bex-ofMee and by members of the lodge.

Hoserve scats will be on sale at Manly
B, Ramos's music store, 119 east Broad
sireet, after 9 o'clock to-morrow morning.
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THE COWBOYS READY

JUDGE TOZREY HAS A NOVEL SCHEMB

To Utilize These Denizens of the
Plains—Governor of Wyoming Ap-
proves the Idea~Something About
Their Modus Operandl,

(Written by Judge Jay L. Torrey.)

At the beginning of the last war the
Zouave regiments, which were first orga-
nized, were recoived with great popular
enthusiasm and did much to arouse the
martial spirit. Now, that war with Spain
seems imminent, the military enthusiasm
seems llkely to be aroused quite &
different kind of orgenization, and yet
one which bids falr to be equally ple-
turesque. I refer to my voluntary
offer to organize a regiment of cowboys
for service ngalnst the Spaniards. 1 was
presented by Senator Warren, of Wyams=
ing, the other day, to the President, and
asked authority to Immedlately organize
twelve troops of cowboys, urging their
known loyalty and admitted bravery as
a reason why they should ba called Into
service, ond referred to them as hardy
men, perfect hersemen, and able to cope
with all difMculties and competent to
provide for themselves under all cireums
stances, The President expressed his
thanks, and without making any pro-
mises, assured both Senator Warren and
myself that In any case of necessity, the
cowboys should be remembered.

We also called upon Genaral Nelson A,
Miles, commanding the army, and can-
vausod the situation and considered at
length the subject of the organization
ol e cowboy rangers. Upon the subject,
Ueneral Miles sald; "The services of
such a regiment would prove Invaluabie
te tha government. The cawboys ure
able, In a pre-sminent degree, to take
care of themselves. They are always at
home and know where they are; even o
blizzard is unavalling to lgse on# of them.
They are the best horsemen In the world
and do not know what fear 18"

THE GOVERNOR APPROVES.

In reply to the inquiry ns to what
might be dons in & preliminary way to-
wurds getting ready, he sald: “Plck out
your subordinate ofllcers and fAnd out
where your men ave in the event thay
are requlred.”

1 telegraphed Governor Richards, of
Wyoming, asking If he would approve the
organlzation of w regiment of cowbuy
rangors, and the Governor answered that
he would,

It is not proposed, by the organization
of the naw regiment, to Interfere in any
way with the Wyoming militia for actual
gervice In the event of war, but to simply
organize the additional reglment so that
thora may be a distinct cowboy organisa-
tion for mounted garvice wherever uceded,

It it transpires that spacial legislation

s needs in order to provida for the de-
sired regiment, I have no doubt it will
ba passad with the same unanimity as
the appropriation for $50,000,000.
A%t the probable effect of such legiala-
n, It will, ne doubt, provide for
the electlon of the troop ofcers by the
men. They are ail men of independant
ehuructers, and would not consent to he
eommanded by officars other than those
of thelr own cholca, The flald officers
should be chosen by the troop offlcers. In
this way every officer would be tha cholce
of tha men, and in consequence, would be
much nearer to them than they would be
It apgolnted,

The usual “sewspaper cowboy' Is quite
different from the real article. When &
rowdy puts on spurs and acts in & dis-
graceful way, he is sometimes lmproparly
hernlded in the newspapers as a “bad
gowboy,” In thls way a wrong impres-
slon Is given out of the trus character
of the geniine cowboy, As a class, they
ara fearless, adventurous, sbsolutely
truthful, and always reitable. 1 never
have known a class of men who can be
so thoroughly relled upon. When It Is
time to have fun they have it; but when
tha time for business arrives they attend
to It thoroughly and well.

A DISTINCT UNIFORM.

Concerning the uniforms and equip-
ments of the men, the plan Is to have &
distinet uniform, which will ba both ser-
viceable and ornamenta! and characteris-
tie of them, ‘They are men of taste and
appreciute good clothes, In my judgment,
thelr equipment—that is, saddles, bridles,
¢to.—are the best that the world has
ever seen, and 1 have no doubt but that
they will be permitted to retaln them,
As to arms, 1 shall endeaver to avol
everything that is useless, except for or-
nament, including sabres, and have the
men furnished, If possible, ench with &
couple of six-shooters and a long-range
rifle. In close quarters they can gulde
thelr horses with thelr knees and handla
a six-shooter in each hand. In this way
they would be more effective than i they
ware required to use a sabre.

As to the time needed to get organized,
1 have already communicated with good,
trus men in all parts of Wyoming, and
they nre busy, in 4 quiet way, getting the
names of the boys and making ready eo
ns to respond immediately, If occaslon
shall require.

Regnrding the horses likely to be used,
they would, of coursé, be native Wyom-
Ing horses, Our boys would not ride
plough-horses. We have, 1 belleve, the
best horses on earth, Last year a deputy
sherlff summoned an outtit of our boys
to go with him as a posse; they rode
grass-fed, bare-footed horses, and cov-
ored thirty miles in 1 hour and 5 minutes,

The would pro- » to be ideal fighters,
Thy have all Lad experience on the
frontier, and first and last, most of them
have had experience in charging and re-
treating under diMcult clroumstances,
and know all about Indian fighting. If
ihe method of warfare of the Spanlards

]

tn Cuba is & falr sample of tholr fighting |

cupabilitles they would be able to secure
1+ liberal education by facing our boys.

| —
Navil Enlistment Slow,

(Springfield Unlon.)

The Navy Department is having great
diticulty in enlidting sultable men for
te war vessels.  This i not because sea-
men are lncking in courage or patriotism,
but rather becaussa service In the navy
fs not particularly attractive, and the
number of tralned sallors {s amall. For
about a fortnight t‘l'furt% have been madas
to cnlist seamen, but the number pro-

I# not so near S0 great od nav
srs had anticipated. The pay o
sgeamen s not high, but it is re-

the
gurded as satisfactory; the real troubls Is

thie fact that u sailor cannot advance
above n petty officer.  This has been A
drawback to tho naval service for years,
and wios largely responsible for the great
number of unnuturall men _In our
nuvy u few years back. stout,
and carnest Amorican boys are nw-
lous to go on war: vessels fn of
peace, unless they have an opportunity
to advance themselves,® In wartime,
potriotisim will furnish o plentiful

Iy of men, and at present thers are of-
«rs enough of men, but skilled sallors
are at o discount. A naval recrult gan=
not learn his dutles in as short time as
he might in the days of wooden
Now the vossels are filled with
plivated machinery and gu and a
grade of intelligence s reqg to
them. S8killed mechanics are
needed on the warships now
such men will find little !nducement
enlist until they know that they
rise¢ above seamen or petty

tih the serviee Is made more

enid offers more Inducements, (t wi

In the best character of seamen.
Open tho way ‘for veometioat

" n the way for "
dive Inst the man who was not
ated at Annapolls must not be

;
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